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FAMILIES MATTER TO US & PINK SHIRT DAY

Adam Murray, Superintendent of Schools

This month we will celebrate Families
Matter Week and Pink Shirt Day in our
schools. Both of these events are all
about making sure our students and their
families feel included in our schools.

The Peace River School Division created
Families Matter Week because we
recognize that education starts in the
home. Families Matter Week is also a
realization of how important our
communities are to a thriving public
education system. We know that engaged
communities create happy, safe, and
successful students.

Over the next few days
watch for information

from your schools
about Families

Matter Week activities 
taking place on

February 20 to 23.
 

Pink Shirt Day is a visual reminder of a
student’s need to feel safe at school.
When students feel safe, they are better
able to learn.

Our Board of Trustees are continuing to
place significant emphasis on the third
goal in our education plan: that all
students feel included. Pink Shirt Day is
one way you can show those around you
that they are safe and cared for within
our schools.

I would love to encourage families to get
together in our schools during this
Parents Matter Week, and on Pink Shirt
Day (February 28), 
to celebrate 
our shared 
success.



L - LEARNING SUCCESS
E- ENCOURAGES ENGAGEMENT
A - ACCESS TO RESOURCES
R - RELATIONSHIPS
N - NORMAL ROUTINES

Multiple years of pandemic learning have resulted in a culture of in-and-out of the classroom
education. As a result, the Peace River School Division continues to see significant numbers of
students absent on any given day. Between the start of the current school year and the end of
January, our data shows approximately 17% or approximately 538 PRSD students do not attend
school on Fridays and between 11% and 14% (348 - 444 students) are absent Monday through
Thursday.

The same data shows that 48.5% of our students attend school less than 90% of the time. Why does
this matter? Research shows that students who attend school at least 90% of the time are more
likely to graduate Grade 12 within the typical timeframe of three to five years.

At the Peace River School Division, we know Learning Starts When Students Show Up. We also
know that attendance is deeply personal, and the reasons why students miss school are unique and
sometimes complex. Because of this we have developed an acronym to help us communicate why
regular school attendance is so important to overall student success.

LEARNING STARTS WHEN STUDENTS SHOW UP



APPLYING “LEARN“ IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Successful Learning: Children learn best through meaningful interactions with their teacher and other
students. Encourage your student to attend regularly so that these meaningful interactions can take place.

Encourage Engagement: Make sure you student is present and you are aware of special school events.
Participating in fun school events, such as spirit days and outdoor classes, allows students to connect with
other children and adults and get excited about learning.

Access to Resources: Schools often provide students with a variety of resources they may not get at home.
Many of our schools provide students with access to meals, free mental health support, and many
extracurricular activities. Contact your school principal if you need more information about what type of
resources are available to your student through regular school attendance.

Build Relationships: The relationships students and their parents develop through their schools have the
power to last throughout their educational career, and sometimes even further. By building relationships
between students, their families and their schools, students often feel more safe and welcome while at
school.

Create Normal Routines: Children thrive on routines. It’s something parents are taught, or learn
quickly, when their children are infants, and we know that need doesn’t disappear as the child
enters the education system. Daily attendance can reduce anxiety and stress, and increase self-
confidence, laying a foundation for good attendance in later grades.
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Yoga with 
Stephanie McAuley
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Sea of pink

Pink shirt day
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HOTHOTHOTLUNCHLUNCHLUNCH
Heather’s Catering will have

delicious options
 to choose from 4 days 

per week, Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri. 
On Thursdays our students may

purchase from a different local
restaurant each week.

All orders must be 
done through

prsd.schoolcashonline.com

https://prsd.schoolcashonline.com/
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6C PHASES OF THE MOON





Grade 1
On February 14th, we celebrated our 100th day of 
learning at EEO! Our grade 1's were excitedly celebrating  
their milestones in literacy and numeracy. 
Each student was asked to create a  project by using a
collection of items to count to 100!





















AVA   
1F

Ryley 
2G

Emily
2S

SPencer W.
2S
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 2G

Fritz 
 1J
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3L
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3R

Kiera
4R

Byerly
4R

AInzley
3R
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3l



Montana
4R

Gage
5N
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5D
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4L
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6vw

JOhnny
6c

Carter Dalton
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